Campaign Finance Quiz
1.  The most recent efforts at campaign finance reform have focused on

A.  reducing the influence of political action committees

B.  curbing spending on negative advertising

C.  decreasing the cost of presidential campaigns

D.  prohibiting the use of union dues for political campaigns

E.  eliminating soft money available to political parties

2. If presidential candidates accept federal support in the form of matching campaign financing, then they
A.  are no longer required to disclose their contributions

B.  agree to limit their campaign expenditures to an amount prescribed by federal law

C.  no longer have any limit to their campaign expenditures

D.  are no longer required to disclose how they spend their money

E.  no longer can accept PAC money

3. Campaign finance reform efforts have been minimal because

A.  political action committees actually increased contributions

B.  the issue of free speech has limited restrictions

C.  lobby and interest groups seem to find ways around the controls

D.  those that win from current systems see little reason to change

E.  all of the above

4.  In 1976, the Supreme Court ruled that spending limits established by the Federal Election Campaign Act were unconstitutional.  Which Supreme Court case validated this ruling?

A.  U.S. v. Nixon

B.  Gibbons v. Ogden

C.  Buckley v. Valeo

D.  McCulloch v. Maryland

E.  Harper v. Virginia State Board of Elections

5.  The Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 (McCain-Feingold) did which of the following?

A.  it created interest groups known as 527s

B.  it made it illegal for unions to donate to presidential campaigns

C.  it banned soft money donations to national parties
D.  it banned candidates from running negative advertisements

E.  It banned third-parties from federal funding

6.  Which of the following is part of the McCain-Feingold law?

A.  a ban on soft money

B.  public financing of congressional campaigns

C.  equal time provisions for candidates appearing on television networks during a presidential campaign

D.  a ban on hard money

E.  a ban on all PAC money

7.  Public monies are used to finance which of the following campaigns?

I.  Presidential


II.  Congressional


III.  Gubernatorial

A.  I only

B.  II only

C.  I and II only

D.  II and III only

E.  I, II, and III only

8.  Which of the following statements about political action committees is true?

A.  PACs may give unlimited contributions to the election campaigns of individual candidates

B.  PAC spending has not kept pace with inflation

C.  PAC activity is limited to direct contributions to candidates

D.  Social issue groups are the source of most PAC dollars

E.  PAC spending makes up a higher percentage of congressional campaign funds than that of presidential campaign funds

9.  Political Action committees (PACs) representing which of the following groups have increased in number most substantially since the mid-1970s.
A.  Labor

B.  Business

C.  Health-care professionals

D.  Veterans groups

E.  Civil Rights Advocates
10.  In a given election cycle, a political action committee (PAC) may contribute to a candidate no more than

A.  $2,000

B.  $3,000

C.  $4,000

D.  $5,000

E.  $6,000

