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Independent Reading Rationale:
· According to the Common Core Content Standards for English Language Arts:
To build a foundation for college and career readiness, students must read widely and deeply from among a broad range of high-quality, increasingly challenging literary and informational texts. Through extensive reading of stories, dramas, poems, and myths from diverse cultures and different time periods, students gain literary and cultural knowledge as well as familiarity with various text structures and elements. By reading texts in history/social studies, science, and other disciplines, students build a foundation of knowledge in these fields that will also give them the background to be better readers in all content areas. Students can only gain this foundation when the curriculum is intentionally and coherently structured to develop rich content knowledge within and across grades. Students also acquire the habits of reading independently and closely, which are essential to their future success.
Learning Goals:
· By the end of the year, I will read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
· By the end of the year, I will read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
Text complexity and Selecting a Book:
· Text complexity refers to the level of difficulty a text poses to its reader.  A complex text contains multiple layers of meaning that are not immediately apparent to the reader on the first reading.  As students progress throughout the school year, their choices in texts need to increase in complexity.
· Here are several items to consider when selecting an independent reading book:
· Think about your reading strengths, topics that will motivate you to read, and prior experience with particular authors and/or genres.
· Five Finger Rule
· Open a prospective book choice to a page somewhere in the middle of the book.
· As you read the page, put up one finger for each unfamiliar word you encounter.
· 0-1 unknown word(s) = too easy
· 2-3 unknown words = just right
· 4-5 unknown words = too difficult
· Do your research before committing to a book by asking a librarian or your teacher, talking to a friend, or researching the book online (e.g. reviews, reading level, synopsis, etc.).
· Independent reading should be enjoyable!  
Preparedness:
· Each student should bring an independent reading book with them to class every day. 
· Students are also required to keep a second independent reading book in the classroom at all times in case students finish a book during class or forget to bring their primary independent reading book. 
· During units that include a choice read, the choice read will serve as the primary independent reading book.  However, students are still required to have a second book in the classroom. 
Accountability:
· Students should maintain a record of the texts they read during the 2013-2014 school year cataloging the title, author, and whether or not they enjoyed the text (Independent Reading Log- handout).
· Each time a student finishes a text he or she will share their thoughts about the text (love it, like it, skip it) to inform the community of readers.
· In addition, the teacher will monitor your progress by taking the status of the class a minimum of three times per week.  You will be expected to state your book’s title and your page you’re currently on.



