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Pak-Sher encourages kids to recycle bags m

Pak-Sher — which makes plastic storage bags, food-handling bags, deli bags and carryout bags
— has developed an incentive program to encourage school children in Kilgore, Texas, fo recycle

plasticbags. |ncent] ves +p recycle

In the Keep It in Kilgore program, the 600 children at Kilgore Intermediate School bring the plastic
@qp_pirlg bags their families accu_mg!_ate to the school — about a pound at a time, or roughly 75

— e




bags —in Wﬁgﬂjﬂd a shot at a Kindle Fire
~a=hook reader at the end of each school semester. What K1 dS can €drn every
B 1wo merfwg
iPads

Each of the 27 participating classroom teachers also received i for their part in encouraging

the students at the school — which educates children in the fourth and fifth grades — to take part in
the program.

The used bags are taken to the Pak-Sher plant where they are recycled and made into black bags
with ﬁ"mber of Commerce’s City of Stars logo. The bags are then sold to local
n';er_/mams_in a business-helping-business model where the students receive extra incentive tickets

or turning the black bags back i i "What they

e -
recyile tthe bags jni®-
David Motley, Pak-Sher's chief financial officer, said the school produced almost 2,000 pounds of
recyclable material in just the first semester of the recently completed school year — enough to
produce 50 cases of the new bags.

—

“At the time, | said: ‘This will be something that's neat, but it's probably no big deal,’ * Motley said.
“But | have been completely amazed at the enthusiasm of the kids. | thought it would be a Ca.atﬁrlst
semester-long deal and then fizzle out, but it hasn't. The kids just kept collecting bags.” &1 /

=

At the end of the 2011-12 academic year, the Kilgore Intermediate School students had collected
more than 3,500 pounds or more than 262,000 bags.

Pak-Sher also gave nearly 300 fifth-graders a tour of the bag-making plant so the students could
see exactly what came of their bags of bags.

the fandfill,” said Motley. “The whole purpose [was for them to] see how something that normally
goes into the trash can be converted to a product that they could put their hands on and do
something with” 2 £<<o/ They want” Kiols fo (ear -

The incentive program grew out of a plan to get the school children involved in a hands-on recycling
_exercise, Motley said, and through a partnership with Kilgore Economic Development Corp., which
provided $25,000 to Pak-Sher to defray the cost of some of the equipment needed for the project.

“This project is a multigenerational, hands-on learing experience m elding economic, social and
ecological behaviors,” said Amanda Nobles, KEDC executive director. “It benefits Pak-Sher and

their green marketing efforts, and teaches students that green is not only what's right but also
_What's profitable.” \11Ss(0n OF progrotn

Partially because of the project, Pak-Sher received the Community Small Business of the Year
award in December for its commitment to the east Texas community.

“The key is to get these kids, in this generation, to recognize that this is not trash that needs to go in
‘F’L

“Obviously Pak-Sher'snot doing Eigﬁyr the ﬁr&tfﬁ ‘Motley said. “A 50-case job is a small job for us.

it's a subsidized pm]jgct, but it's worth it. We are doing it again next year because we feg! sg::

strongly ﬁbg{ut it Dong i+ because jL's [igh t and bécaust It teackes
) As

Motley said the Keep It in Kilgore project has expanded the company’s idea of “what we think we

can do.”

“There was always a hesitation to recycle bags because they're more difficult to handle,” Motley
said. “We've decided we can do it, because we did it here. The next step is to determine, ‘How can
we do this more efficiently? “ Want Fo Con tinwue 12 | pf/()/)m ve and

be NVEN More  efficient -



On a larger scale, he said the company is asking itself whether it can ici in

;ﬁejﬁggjggﬁﬁuuﬂound-themuuw. “We are all inpacted by our resources,” Motley said. “lt was
step for us in the evolution toward being a better local member of society.”

N> Can s Fake it ijmo( /<47%f€,7’@<0{5_7

At P Pt ot P P P Pt

By Mike Verespej

Copyright of Plastics News is the property of Crain Communications Inc. (Ml) and its content may not be
copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder's express written
permission. However, users may print, download, or email articles for individual use.



Choice Article: SOAPtone
Name: Molly Mayfield

Step One: Please fill out the following form prior to completing this assignment:

Title of Article: “Pak-Sher Encourages Kids to Recycle Bags”

Author’s Name: Mike Verespej
Source of the Plastics News
Article:

Date Published: July 16,2012

Reading Purpose: To identify and explain the subject, occasion, audience,
purpose, tone, main idea(s)/author’s argument, and supporting details of the
article.

Strategy to Meet Reading Purpose: I will read with a pen/pencil in hand and
mark up the article as I read. My annotations will focus on the purpose for
reading.

Step Two: Read the article and annotate actively. Underline AND record brief
notes/comments.

Step Three: Complete the SOAP strategy for the article.

1. Subject: What is the general topic of the selection? The topic of the selection is a plastic
bag recycling program initiated by the Pak-Sher company.

2. Occasion: What has happened that caused or inspired the writer to write about this
subject? DON'T CONFUSE OCCASION WITH PURPOSE. The reason the author has written
about the recycling program initiated by the Pak-Sher company is that the program has
encouraged Kids to recycle at a high rate. Kids are learning that recycling can make a
difference.

3. Audience: Who did the author expect to read this piece? Who will it matter to or
impact? The audience for this selection is people who want to know about how companies
and schools can team up to create recycling initiatives and incentives to boost recycling.

3b. Explain how you know this is the audience. Identify and explain one way that the
author attempts to reach this audience. I know this is the audience because the author
includes the following detail from a Pak-Sher executive, “Obviously Pak-Sher’s not doing
this for the profit [...]. A 50-case job isa small job for us. It's a subsidized project, but it's
worth it. We are doing it again next year because we feel so strongly about it.” This detail
discusses Pak-Sher’s motivation for starting the program, which might inspire other
companies to do something similar.



4. Purpose: What is the purpose of the selection? (Inform, entertain, persuade?) Explain
what the author wants to inform/entertain/persuade the audience about.

The purpose for the selection is to inform about the Pak-Sher recycling program,
particularly why it began, how it works, and how they motivate kids to get involved.

5. Tone: What is the author’s attitude about the subject/content of this article (describe
using an adjective or two)? Which details from the piece support the tone you have
identified? Explain. The author’s attitude about the content of the article is objective.
Verespej writes to inform and remains impartial about the Pak-Sher recycling program.
The only opinions included in the text are quotes from Pak-Sher employees and Kilgore
Schools employees.

6. What is the main idea of the article (or author’s argument)? What are several supporting
details/examples that develop the main idea (or author’s argument)?

The main idea of the selection is that the Pak-Sher bag recycling initiative at the Kilgore
Intermediate School was a success. Students collected and recycled plastic bags for
chances to earn incentives, such as movie tickets or e-readers. Supporting details that
prove the program was successful include the following:

- “ the school produced almost 2,000 pound of recyclable material” in the first two quarters
of the school year.

- “At the end of the 2011-2012 academic year, the Kildgore Intermediate School students
had collected more than 3,500 pound or more than 262,000 bags.”

- ’[The program] benefits Pak-Sher and their green marketing efforts, and teaches students
that green is not only what’s right but also what’s profitable.”

- “Partially because of the project, Pak-Sher received the Community Small Business of the
Year award in Decemberf...]."



