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Independence and the Constitution Name:
Day One

Teenage World

The Setting: Imagine that when you wake up tomorrow morning all people over eighteen years
of age have disappeared. There are no parents to tell you what to do, no teachers to give you assign-
ments, no police officers to enforce the law, and no government leaders to set policy. The military no
longer exists, nor do the people who serve as doctors, nurses, paramedics, and firefighters. In short,
adult authority and services have vanished. As teenagers, you are riow the oldest people in this new
world. You have complete freedom of action, as well as new responsibilities.

Partl

To start, you must consider what will be the foundation of your new society. The questions below
will help you and your fellow group members to organize your thoughts.

1. First, decide which natural rights people should enjoy. (Keep in mind that natural rights are not
determined by the government. They stem simply from the fact that you are human.) " 7
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2. Now, consider your interaction with others. List several problems that might arise in your new.
society if everyone has complete freedom of action. '

3. As an individual, are you capable of securing all of the natural rights you have listed? In what areas
would you need to cooperate with others? Do you have an obligation to help the less able mem-
bers of society, such as young children? -



