U.S. History

Unit 1 - Historical Documents
Required Reading: Call to Freedom
The Americans

Unit Description: Some documents in American history have considerable importance for the
development of the nation. Students use historical thinking to examine key documents which form the
basis for the United States of America.

Unit Objectives: The student will be able to: .

e Explain the key political ideas found in the Declaration of Independence, Northwest Ordinance,
Articles of Confederation, Federalist Papers, Anti-Federalist Papers, Constitution and Bill of -
Rights.

e Analyze how these documents continue to serve the needs of the United States of America.

Assessments: Formative and summative assessments will be used to assess student learning.

Primary Source Documents: Students will be given the opportunity to engage in reading historical
documents to provide insight into the historical periods being studied. For this unit, students will read:

e Declaration of Independence

e Northwest Ordinance

o Articles of Confederation

o TFederalist Papers

e Anti-Federalist Papers

» Constitution

e Bill of Rights

Unit Terms: Students should be able to define each of the following terms and explain the significance
of each term to the historical time period. Formative and summative assessments will be used as tools
to assess knowledge on this unit.
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Soc1al Contract

Natural Rights
Popular sovereignty
Right to revolution
John Locke

Thomas Jefferson
Federalists
Antifederalist
Factions

. Legislative

. Executive

. Judicial

. Supremacy of the national government
. Federalism

. Ratification

. Amendment

. nullify

. Elastic clause

. Apportionment

. Bicameral

. Bill

. Bill of Rights

. Checks and balances

. Federalism

. House of Representatives
. Senate

. Veto
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UNIT 6: GOVERNMENT 169

CHAPTER STUDY CARDS

How Governments Interact Types of Governments

Sovereign governments (countries) interact w1th
each other through the use of:
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% Treaties. These agreements are similar to :
contracts negotiated between individuals. I

+ Diplomacy. The practice of conducting nego- :
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|I There are three main types of governments:
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i tiations between individuals.
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<% Monarchy. Rule by a king, queen or emperor. |
The ruler inherits power. Many monarchs {
claimed to rule by “divine right.” |
-+ Dictatorship. One leader or a small group :
seizes power. Common citizens have no indi- |
vidual rights. The dictator uses force against |
opponents. 1
-+ Democracy. Common citizens decide issues, :
vote directly (direct democracy) or elect rep- 1
resentatives to decide issues. :

+ International Meetings and International
Organizations. Countries meet or join mter—
national organizations.

% Military Conflicts. Governments unable to
resolve their disputes enter into armed con-
flict with each other.

Declaration of Independence (1776) Northwest Ordinance (1787)

Passed-under the Articles of Confederation gov-
ernment.

+* Liberties. Guaranteed freedom of religion
and trial by jury in Northwest Territory.

A document in which the colonists justified their
decision to declare their mdependence from
Great Britain.

-+ Jefferson applied John Locke's “social con-
tract” theory to argue that England’s king
violated the colonists’ natural rights — “life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

<+ Slavery. Forbade slavery throughout the
Northwest Territory. ,

+ Colonists were justified in rebelling from * Education. Promoted public education
Britain and forming a new government that
would protect their rights.

% Admission of New States. Provided a sys-
tem for territories to be admitted as new
states on equal terms with existing states.
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U.S. Constitution (1787) Bill of R1ghts (1791)
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| The U.S. Constitution is a written plan of gov- | The first ten amendments to the Constitution.

1 ernment that spells out the powers and organi-

zation of our national government. This

document is important because it:

< established the institutions of the national
government (separation of powers).

- defined the powers of the national govern-
ment and state governments (federalism).

-+ guaranteed the basic rights of individuals
(later Bill of Rights).

+ provided a written law and gave the Supreme
Court the role of interpreting it.

<+ created Checks and Balances.

+% First Amendment. Provides for freedom of
speech and press, freedom of religion, right
.of assembly, and the right to petition.

-+ Fifth Amendment. Provides that no person
shall be deprived of life, liberty or property
without “due process of law.”

+% Sixth Amendment. Guarantees a fair and
impartial trial by jury to any person who is
accused of a crime.

+% Fourteenth Amendment. Guaranteed indi-
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viduals “equal protection” of the laws. :




