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7th Grade Science

Adventure Team- Mr. Rapposelli

drapposelli@mayfieldschools.org
Room 216
2012-2013
440-995-7860
Parent or Guardian, 

I would like to welcome you to the Adventure Team science classroom.  I believe that science is an intriguing course of study.  I am eager to get started and feel extremely honored to have the opportunity to teach your child about the world around us.  The more we know about the world around us, the more fascinating it becomes.  

My goal is to create a classroom environment that will help your son or daughter
· build a solid science vocabulary.
· gain a strong understanding of key scientific principles and topics.
· learn how to use mathematics to tackle scientific problems.
· find out about the latest technologies and use many of them to learn more about science and our world.
· see how science is related to all other disciplines.
· effectively prepare for standardized assessments.
· see science as worthwhile and meaningful.
· develop thinking skills and the ability to challenge assumptions, think creatively, and solve real-life problems.
Educational Focus:

· Understanding the interconnected cycles and systems of the Earth.

· Understanding the structure and function of living systems and how they interact with the environment.

· Understanding physical systems, concepts and properties of matter, energy, forces and motion.

· Understanding the relationship between science and technology.

· Using scientific processes to ask questions, conduct investigations, gather, analyze communicate information.

Communication and Extra Help:
· e-mail is the best method of communication for an immediate response to a question

· Science Intervention will be held once a week
· students can receive additional instruction during advisory and intervention  

Homework and Class Assignments:
· Science homework will be given on Monday and Wednesday
· All homework assignments will be posted on the Adventure Team Blog Site.

· All assignments are expected to be turned in on time
· Homework is a way of fine-tuning skills

· Students will be awarded points based on effort not accuracy (unless a sufficient amount of instructional time was spent on the topic) 
Folders:

Throughout the school year each student will keep a science folder for a particular unit of study.  The folder’s pockets should hold all of the science work.    Every student will need a new folder for each unit of study.  All of the student folders will be kept in my room until we use them.  I will pass out the new folders before we begin a new unit.  It is the responsibility, of each student, to keep all items in the folder until told to do otherwise. 
Composition Notebook:

This is the record of what we do on a daily basis.  Students are expected to complete the daily “Warm-Up” within their composition notebook.  They will also complete a variety of class assignments within this notebook.  The notebook will serve as one of the best pieces of material to use as a study guide before a quiz or test.  Bring this to class everyday!  

Behavior:

It is my hope that each student will see the relevance and importance of being an active learner.  Attentiveness and seriousness toward studies should always be foremost in a student’s mind.  Follow these four rules while in my classroom:
· Be on time – students have 3 minutes between classes to use the restrooms and visit lockers.
· Be Ready - Bring ALL science materials. (I will post a list, on the door,  identifying necessary materials for the day)

· Be Courteous - Show respect for yourself, fellow classmates, your teacher and school property.
· Be Attentive - Stay organized, keep up with class-work, and be an active participant.


Consequences: 
Incident #1 – Verbal Warning

Incident #2 – Behavior/School Detention
Incident #3-#5 – Behavior/School Detention and Parent Contact (also document and notify counselor if necessary)
Incident #6 and beyond – Office Referral
· Severe behavior disruptions require immediate office referral
· Students will start with a clean slate at the beginning of each quarter
Grades:
· Grades will be posted weekly by student I.D. (within the classroom).
· Parents should make use of “Pinnacle Internet Viewer” to access student grades.
· Points will be assigned to homework, class work, quizzes, tests, and participation.
· Grades are earned not given.  

Understanding the Gradebook:
· blank – not graded yet (it does not count against the overall average)
· 0 –   student did not complete the assignment 
· X – student is excused from assignment  
· Z – it goes in the book as a zero, but can be completed and changed for credit

Informative Web Sites:
· www.mayfieldschools.org
· school calendar

· contact information

· news and events

· http://blogs.mayfieldschools.org/adventure/
· Adventure Team Homework

· Field Trip Highlights

· Pictures and Videos of Adventure Team classes in action!

· http://my.hrw.com/
· Holt On-line Science Textbook

Daily Procedures:
1. Pick up any handouts that are located on the table closest to the door entrance.
2. Be seated, get your homework out, and write the new homework assignment in your agenda. 

3. Begin completing today’s “Warm-Up” activity.  

4. Sit patiently and quietly wait for the teacher to begin the day’s lesson.

5. Follow all Adventure Team general rules.

6. Follow all rules and regulations outlined on the Lab Safety agreement. 
Lab Safety Rules

General Rules:
1. Always obtain teacher’s permission before beginning an activity. 

2. Study the procedure, if you have questions ask your teacher. (90% of all accidents occur due to lack of understanding of the procedure) 

3. Use the safety equipment provided for you. 

4. Only use lab materials in the way you are instructed 

5. Never eat or drink in the lab.
6. Never use glassware as food or drink containers.
7. Never inhale chemicals (use wafting technique). 

8. If you spill any chemical, wash it off immediately with water, and then report it to the teacher. 

9. Know the location of and proper use of the fire extinguisher, safety shower, first aid kit, and fire alarm.
10. Keep all materials away from open flames. 

11. Tie back loose hair and clothing. 

12. Report any accident or injury, no matter how small to the teacher. 
13. Student(s) responsible for breakage should expect to bear financial responsibility for those materials. 
Clean – Up Procedures:
1. Turn off all water and gas.  Disconnect electrical devices. 

2. Return materials to designated area(s). 

3. Discard chemicals in the manner instructed by the teacher (never down the sink). 

4. Clean and dry your work area. 

5. Put all lab papers in your science folder or collection bin (listen to teacher directions). 
Class Safety Agreement: 

Immediate removal from science activity will take place if you are
1. behaving in a disruptive manner. 

2. not following safety rules.
3. not following directions. 

4. doing an unauthorized experiment. 

5. endangering yourself or your classmates. 

6. damaging or abusing classroom materials. 

If you need to be removed parents will be contacted immediately.  Alternate consequences may include detentions and or other consequences considered reasonable or appropriate by the teacher.
Parents:  

Please have your student sign the “Statement of Agreement” and return the portion below upon completion of fully understanding classroom guidelines, rules, and expectations.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Statement of Agreement:

I, ___________________________ (student) have read all of the rules on this sheet and understand them as they were discussed in class.  I agree to follow them and any further printed material or verbal instructions given later by my teacher.
Parent Signature:  _____________________________

