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I.  Candidate-Centered Campaign

A.  Candidate
AP Government
Chapter 10 Activity:  Plan for a Candidate-Centered Campaign
A.  Directive

Today, the Republican and Democratic parties continue to provide the framework for political debates and differences in policies/ideas.  Yet, today’s campaigns are largely controlled by the candidates and their organization.  You are responsible for formulating a plan of action for the following quasi-fictional candidates for the 2016 presidency.  You are part of the candidate’s “inner-circle” and have been asked by the candidate to devise an appropriate plan to see if it is feasible to run for office and help the candidate attain the nomination and, hopefully, the presidency.  Choose a candidate.  You need to jot down ideas/notes to answer each question.  Be as specific as possible.
B.  Plan of Action

1.  Seeking Funds:  “The Money Chase” (You will need approximately 40-50 million to have a chance of gain the party’s nomination.)


a.  Who will you seek money from?


b.  What interest groups/PAC’s will you attempt to attract as monetary supporters?


c.  How much of your own money will you spend?


d.  Will you seek money from individual contributors and the political party?


e.  Will you seek federal funds (matching/general election)?

2.  Creating Organization:  “Hired Guns” (Friends entrusted with “running the show” are often a quick way for a candidate to find himself/herself “out of the race”.)

a.  Are you going to invest money in campaign consultants, pollsters, media producers, and fundraising specialists?

b.  Will these be “outside”, “inner circle”, and/or a mix?

c.  How much will polls/focus groups be used and looked at?

d.  How much emphasis needs to be placed on media coverage and how to “use” the media?

3.  Devising Strategy:  “Packaging the Candidate” (Candidates today are forced to “create” an image that portrays them as the “champion of the people”.)


a.  Will party label be an important element?


b.  Where will the emphasis lie in the “packaging of the candidate”?


1.  partisanship, policy positions, record, and personality


c.  How much will we use our opponents’ “packaging” to strengthen our position?

4.  Going Public:  “Air Wars and Spin” (Close to ½ of all expenditures in presidential campaigns go toward television advertisements.)


a.  How much focus will go toward advertising?


b.  What type of advertising will be done?


c.  Will we engage in “air wars”?


d.  Will we engage in debates/new talk shows?


e.  Will we make “entertainment” television appearances?

f.  What other media will we use?
C.  Candidate Choice, 
DIANE NEYHOUSE

A. practicing attorney in large Washington law firm; first woman mayor of Cleveland, former presidential cabinet member-Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) under Bill Clinton

B. 49, divorced and re-married, three children (all by 2nd marriage), Caucasian, Presbyterian

C. favors increased government spending for social service and education issues, wants to decrease defense spending, favors moderate tax increases to improve government services, favors increased spending for the environment and job-training programs, opposed to the death penalty

D. Democrat

KATHRYN KNOX

A. pharmaceutical industry executive, strong fund-raiser for philanthropic causes, Unites States Senator from Texas

B. 52, married, no children, African-American, Baptist

C. favors decreased power of the federal government and more state’s rights, wants to abolish affirmative action, opposes U.S. involvement in UN “peacekeeping” missions, favors broad tax cut for all citizens, supports the death penalty, wants to increase spending on the military and defense

D. Republican

JOHN SPENCE

A. farmer, self-made multimillionaire, U. S. Representative, from Iowa’s 2nd District (Iowa City/Cedar Rapids) lifetime resident of Iowa

B. 60, married, five children, Caucasian, Lutheran

C. favors major downsizing of the federal government and a “flat tax” for all Americans, believes domestic-policy should take precedence over foreign policy, opposes affirmative action, favors increased federal government spending to combat crime and domestic terrorism
D. Republican

RICARDO LOPEZ

A. former Superintendent of New York City Schools, U.S. Representative from New York’s 6th District (Spanish Harlem)

B. 50, married, one child, Hispanic-American, Catholic

C. favors increased spending in education and social services to guarantee equity, supports the death penalty, feels equal emphasis should be placed on domestic and foreign policy, maintain current tax structure, supports affirmative action

D. Democrat

When running for a national political office, what key decisions must be made for a successful campaign?








