Civil Rights Movement

Civil Rights Amendments 

· (1865)13th : Abolished Slavery (4 million people freed)

· (1868)14th: Made African Americans citizens. Guarantees equal protection of the laws to everyone (Due Process)

· (1870)15th:  Declared a citizen’s right to vote may not be denied on the basis of race

The Rise of “Jim Crow” Segregation in the South

· White supremacists favored a policy of segregation in the South
· Segregating public facilities for blacks and whites as a means of treating African Americans as social inferiors
· Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)

· Supreme Court upheld a Louisiana law requiring “separate but equal accommodations” for white and black passengers on railroads
· Established the doctrine of “Separate but equal”
· A wave of segregation laws, known as Jim Crow Laws, were adopted by southern states
· Required segregated washrooms, drinking fountains, park benches, forbid interracial marriage, etc.
· Preventing African-Americans from voting

· Literacy tests, poll taxes
Northern segregation differed from southern segregation

· Southern was de jure or “law”
· Northern was de facto or “custom”
Early African Response

· Depriving of rights, segregation and lynching left African Americans nearly powerless

· Booker T. Washington

· Stressed black’s need for education and economic progress

· Philosophy

· Self-help, racial solidarity and accommodation
· Accept discrimination for the time being
· Hard work would win respect of whites
· Ideas were supported by blacks and whites

· W.E.B. Du Bois

· Criticized Washington’s approach

· Philosophy:  Agitation and political action

· Demanded equal rights for African Americans

· National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) (1908)
· Formed by Du Bois, other members of Niagara Movement and white progressives
· Goal: abolish all forms of segregation and increase educational opportunities for blacks
· Fought segregation through the courts

· Charles Hamilton Houston (1930-1950)

· Developed NAACP legal strategy to fight segregation involving training African American law students
· Thurgood Marshall:  Chief lawyer for NAACP
WWII set the stage for Civil Rights reform

· Blacks took over white jobs in industry
· A million blacks served in Armed Forces
· Civil Rights organizations formed and began to challenge Jim Crow Laws
· Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) 1942
· Proposed nonviolence to challenge segregation

· First to use sit-ins

· On July 26, 1948, President Harry Truman signed Executive Order 9981 
· Ended segregation in the United States armed forces.
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) (1957)
· Main strategy was nonviolence

· Martin Luther King (MLK) leader
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC or “Snick”) (1960)
· Formed by college students; active in sit-ins, marches, & demonstrations
Malcolm X

· Part of the Nation of Islam or Black Muslims
· Openly criticized whites and blamed them for the problems of the black community:  Solution:  Black Separatism
· Criticized MLK’s nonviolent strategy
· By “any means necessary”
Brown v. Board of Education (1954)

· Supreme Court ruled, segregated schools are “inherently unequal and therefore unconstitutional”
· Should be done “with all deliberate speed” 
· Overturned Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)
Montgomery Bus Boycott (1955-1956)

· Rosa Parks arrested for not giving up her seat to a white passenger

· Black leaders organized a bus boycott

Sit-Ins and Freedom Rides

· African American students held a sit-in at a“Whites” only lunch counter in North Carolina in 1960

· Freedom Rides:  White and black students challenged segregation on interstate bussing and facilities
March on Washington

· MLK delivered his “I have a dream speech”
· 200,000 whites and blacks peacefully marched on Washington 
Civil Rights Act of 1964

· Prohibits disrimination in public facilities (restaurants, gas stations, hotels, etc.), and employment (hiring)
· ended Jim Crow
· Paved the way for affirmative action programs: required employers with federal contracts to hire more minority and female employees
· Ensures equality of opportunity by enforcing federal legislation prohibiting discrimination in employment—particularly discrimination on the basis of religion, race, sex, color, national origin, age, or disability.
24th Amendment (1964)
· Banned poll taxes
Voting Rights Act of 1965

· Outlawed literacy tests, other methods of preventing citizens from voting
Civil Rights movement encouraged other groups to seek equality 
· Women’s liberation movement

· Sought economic and social equality

· Challenged stereotypical view of women: housewife

· Led to colleges becoming co-educational and more women professors being hired
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