The Treasure of Lemon Brown
Characterization Activity
Materials needed:
· Literature book
· Post-it notes
· Notes on characterization
Purpose:
1. [bookmark: rl-8-1]RL.8.1.I can cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences (valid or invalid) drawn from the text.
2. [bookmark: rl-8-3]RL.8.3. I can analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.
Authors create their characters both directly and indirectly. Direct characterization is when an author explicitly tells the reader what a character is like (“Mary is bossy and mean”; “Joel did not like to talk to strangers”; “Misty has trouble making friends”). Indirect characterization, however, is more subtle and requires the reader to make inferences. When an author utilizes INDIRECT characterization, he/she will do so in the following ways:
	F	EATURES (what a character looks like, how he/she dresses, etc)
	A	CTIONS
	T	HOUGHTS
	S	PEECH
	O	THER CHARACTERS (WHAT THEY SAY OR THINK ABOUT THE CHARACTER; HOW THEY INTERACT)

TODAY you will be exploring the text of “TLB” to cite textual evidence of indirect characterization and determine what it reveals about a character. The class will be split into groups. Each group will be assigned a character (Lemon or Greg). As a group, peruse the text to find evidence of each type (FATSO) of indirect characterization for your assigned character. Then, determine what the evidence reveals about your character. 
For example:
	Character
	Type of indirect characterization
	Evidence
	What it reveals

	Greg’s dad
	SPEECH
	“And you want to play basketball? That must be some kind of a joke. Now you just get into your room and hit those books.”
	Greg’s dad values education. He is a caring, concerned parent.


 
Record your evidence on one post-it, and what it reveals on another. Attach your evidence to your character on the charts provided in the classroom. When everyone is finished, share your findings with the class
