Social Issues Essay Rubric								                 Name: _________________________________________
	Learning Goals
	1
	2
	3
	4

	W. 8.2 a. I can introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow.
	Student struggles to compose an effective introduction.
	Student composes an introduction that attempts to engage the reader, establish the topic, and develop a thesis statement.
	Student composes an effective introduction that engages the reader, reveals the topic, and includes a well-developed thesis statement that adequately previews the structure of the essay.
	Student composes an eloquent introduction that stimulates the reader, clearly establishes the topic, and includes a forceful thesis statement that skillfully previews the structure of the essay.

	W. 8.2 b. I can develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.
(Body Paragraphs 1 and 2)
	Student struggles to select relevant evidence to develop the thesis and body paragraphs.
	Student’s selection of concrete details is inconsistent; sometimes the evidence is relevant to the thesis and topics of the body paragraphs.  At times, it seems that the student could have selected stronger evidence.
	Student’s selection of concrete details is adequate; the evidence is relevant to the thesis and topics of the body paragraphs.
	Student’s selection of concrete details is excellent; the student could not have chosen stronger evidence to develop the thesis and topics of the body paragraphs.

	W. 8.2 c. I can use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.
	Student struggles to incorporate transitions throughout body paragraphs and to use signal phrases to introduce evidence.
	Student incorporates transitions with body paragraphs, but the transitions lack variety.  The essay is not as fluid as it could be.
	Student incorporates a variety of transitions within body paragraphs.  The essay generally flows well.
	Student deftly incorporates a variety of transitions within paragraphs to clearly establish the relationships among ideas.  The student’s essay is fluid and coherent as a result of his/her use of transitions. 

	W. 8.2 f. I can provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.
	Student struggles to compose an effective conclusion.
	Student composes a conclusion that repeats many of the key points of the essay and leaves the reader wanting.
	Student composes a conclusion that adequately reviews the main points of the essay and calls the reader to action.
	Student composes a powerful conclusion that leaves the reader with a clear sense of the main idea of the essay and a clear call to action.

	W. 8.2 Level of Understanding




	I can establish a thesis statement.
	Student struggles to develop an effective thesis statement.
	Thesis statement is addresses the assigned topic, but the wording lacks thoughtfulness and sophistication and the clarity needs improvement.
	Thesis statement clearly addresses the assigned topic in a thoughtful manner, but the wording is not as sophisticated as a level 4 thesis.
	Thesis statement clearly addresses the assigned topic in a sophisticated, thoughtful manner.

	W. 8.4 I can produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
	Student struggles to develop a clear, coherent focus and is ineffective at fulfilling the task, meeting the purpose, and reaching the audience.  Student has difficulty developing relevant commentary.
	Student attempts to fulfill the task, meet the purpose, and reach the audience but veers off course at times.  Student attempts to develop commentary, but commentary is scant, repetitive, and/or lacks depth.
	Student adequately fulfills the task, meets the purpose, and reaches the audience.  Commentary is appropriate and sufficient.  Student includes at least 2 sentences of analysis.
	Student adroitly composes an essay that clearly fulfills the task, meets the purpose, and reaches the audience.  Commentary is incisive, complex, and moves beyond the expected.  

	W.8.8 I can follow a standard format for citation.
	Student struggles to fulfill the requirements of the works cited page.
	Student’s works cited page contains 3-4 errors.
	Student’s works cited page contains 1-2 minor errors.
	Student’s works cited page contains no errors.

	W. 8.8 I can quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism by using signal phrases.
	Student presents the majority of quoted or paraphrased material without using signal phrases,  which indicates that the student  fails to grasp the importance of attributing credit to outside information.
	Student presents the majority of quoted or paraphrased material using signal phrases; however, signal phrases lack variety and/or consistency.
	Student presents all quoted or paraphrased material with a variety of signal phrases.
	No  Level 4

	W. 8.8 Level of Understanding






Overall Level of Understanding: _________________
Comments:
