Summer Reading Assignment 2012
Eighth Grade Language Arts

Name: ______________________________________

Learning Targets: 

· I can identify and explain various types of characters and how their interactions, decisions, and conflicts affect the plot.
· I can refer to parts of the text to support my position.
· I can explain how an author’s choice of genre affects the expression of a theme or topic (why an author chose fiction, non-fiction, poetry, drama, etc. to express a theme or topic).
· Product: I can use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.


Task:

Part One: 
In groups of 4 or 5, identify the titles and authors of the summer reading texts your group members read.  

Using your reflective responses about the texts you read, group members should address the following.  Be sure to refer to specific events or descriptions in the text:
· Identify the main character or characters
· Explain the various conflicts those characters face
· Address how the characters interact with other major or minor characters
· Identify the major or minor decisions the main character(s) make and the consequences of those decisions
· Identify the genre of the texts (Ex. Fiction, nonfiction, realistic fiction, science fiction, historical fiction, memoir, romance, etc.)
· Explain why you think the author chose that particular genre
· Identify connections between the texts and your own life
· What lessons or messages do you think the author wants the reader to take away from your text?







Part Two: (Two lab days)
Independently create a VoiceThread Presentation about one of your summer reading texts that addresses each of the bullet points under part one of the task.
· http://www.voicethread.com
· Create an account—Use your teacher’s last name as your last name. (Ex. Billy Long, Max Rutigliano, Erin Leppla)

Username: __________________________	Password: ___________________________


· Begin uploading photos, links, etc. that enhance your message
· Use a microphone or type comments to convey your ideas—phone will not work for commenting
· When you are finished, save and make sure your VoiceThread is public, and get a link to share your VoiceThread with others.
· Post the link to your VoiceThread on the blog on your teacher’s webpage.  Include your first name and first initial of your last name as well as your class period when you post the link to your VoiceThread.

Part Three: (One lab day)
Comment on two of your peers’ VoiceThread presentations from any language arts class.
· Your comments MUST address the relationships between your text and the texts of your peers.  All commentary must be respectful and consistent with the standards of the English language.
· You must address at least three of the six areas listed.  You are always encouraged to go beyond the minimum requirements:
· Character connections
· Conflict connections
· Decision-making connections
· Genre connections
· Message/theme connections
· Real life connections (personal)
· Feel free to address other insightful connections or meaningful commentary

Record the name of the first student’s project you commented on and the name of the teacher whose language arts class that student is in:

Name: ___________________________________	Teacher: _______________________________


Record the name of the second student’s project you commented on and the name of the teacher whose language arts class that student is in:

Name: ___________________________________	Teacher: _______________________________

