DOES YOUR REPRESENTATIVE REPRESENT YOU?

As we have discussed, a republican form of democracy rests heavily on representation. It will be interesting then to see if your representative in Congress shares your views on some important issues. To find out you first need to determine what, in fact, are your views on these controversies; then to locate the person in the House who represents your district and determine how he or she voted on these matters. The goal of this assignment is to encourage everyone to take an interest in politics by looking at what members of Congress are doing and to become familiar with a few controversial issues. 

You need to proceed as follows. 

Take the public opinion poll in part II. As indicated in Part III and IV, use the Internet to go to the sources of information that contain data on congressional voting. Summarize the requested information in the spaces provided.
Part I: Personal information.

Your name (printed): ___________________________________________ 

Your home town ____________________________________ 

Who is your representative to the U.S. Congress, the House of Representatives?________________________ 

Part II: Where do you stand on important national issues?
Here are some issues that have or will face Congress. To see how well your representative speaks for you answer these questions.  It might be wise to follow the steps for Part IV to look up more about the particular vote/issue at hand before offering your opinion.

1.  Abortion (HR 7 - No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion and Abortion Insurance Full Disclosure Act of 2015):
Vote to pass a bill that prohibits federal funding of any abortion services and of health benefits coverage that provides any abortion services
Yes _____
No_____
Don’t Know _____
2.  Abortion (HR 36 - Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act): 
Yes _____
No_____
Don’t Know _____
Vote to pass a bill that prohibits a physician from performing an abortion on a woman after 20 weeks of pregnancy, except in certain cases of a medical emergency, rape, or incest.(2015)
3.  Taxes (HR 636 - America's Small Business Tax Relief Act of 2015):
Vote to pass a bill that extends certain small business tax allowances for taxable years beginning after December 31, 2014.
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____
4.  Health and Health Care (HR 45 - Repeals the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act and Health Care-Related Provisions in the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010):
Vote to pass a bill that repeals the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act and health care-related provisions in the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010.
Yes _____
No_____
Don’t Know _____
5.  Education (HR 5: Student Success Act):  
The Student Success Act is an education reform bill that would shift responsibility for student assessment and school accountability to states by reducing or eliminating federal education oversight, spending, and programs. (2015)
Yes _____
No_____
Don’t Know _____
6.  Business and Consumers (HR 37 - Promoting Job Creation and Reducing Small Business Burdens Act): 
 Vote to pass a bill that amends the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act and reduces the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission's regulatory authority over certain businesses.
 (2012)
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____

7.  Business and Consumers (HR 1599 - Safe and Accurate Food Labeling Act of 2015):
Vote to pass a bill that prohibits mandatory labeling for food produced from, containing, or consisting of a bio-engineered organism.

Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____
8.  Defense (HR 624 - Cyber Intelligence Sharing and Protection Act):
Vote to pass a bill that authorizes private-sector entities, utilities, and the federal government to share cyber threat information with each other.(2013)
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____
9.  Employment (HR 30 - Save American Workers Act of 2015):
Vote to pass a bill that increases the number of hours that an employee is required to work per week from 30 to 40 in order to be considered a full-time employee for the purpose of the employer mandate in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.

Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____
10.  Energy (HR 1582 - Energy Consumers Relief Act of 2013):
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know ____
Vote to pass a bill that prohibits the Administrator of the Environment Protection Agency from establishing an energy-related rule if the rule will cause "significant" adverse effects.
11.  Entitlements and Safety Net (H Amdt 176 - Restores $20.5 Billion in Appropriations for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program):
Restores $20.5 Billion in Appropriations for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (2013) (healthcare and nutrition of low-income pregnant women, breastfeeding women, and infants and children under the age of five)
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____
12. Environment (HR 2279 - Reducing Excessive Deadline Obligations Act of 2014):
Vote to pass a bill that amends the requirements of the Environmental Protection Agency's hazardous solid waste disposal regulations.
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____
13.  Higher Education (HR 1911 - Bipartisan Student Loan Certainty Act of 2013):
Vote to pass a bill that limits interest rates on federal student loans, beginning on or after July 1, 2013.
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____

14.  Immigration (HR 5272 - To Prohibit Certain Actions with Respect to Deferred Action for Aliens Not Lawfully Present in the United States, and for Other Purposes):  
Vote to pass a bill that prohibits any federal agency from using funds after July 30, 2014 to consider any application of any undocumented immigrant requesting consideration of deferred action for childhood arrivals, to authorize deferred action for any undocumented immigrant, or to authorize any undocumented immigrant to work in the United States.
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____

15.  Immigration (HR 3009 - Enforce the Law for Sanctuary Cities Act):
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____

Vote to pass a bill that prohibits funding to state or local governments that restrict law enforcement from requesting an individual's citizenship or immigration status.
16.  Marijuana (H Amdt 748 - Prohibits Federal Agencies from Preventing States from Authorizing the Use of Medical Marijuana):  

Vote to adopt an amendment to HR 4660 that prohibits the Department of Justice from using funds to prevent certain states from implementing their own state laws that authorize the use, distribution, possession, or cultivation of medical marijuana.
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____

17.  Marriage, Family, and Children (HR 2019 - Kids First Research Act of 2013):  
Vote to pass a bill that establishes the 10-Year Pediatric Research Initiative Fund.
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know ____
18.   Religion (H Amdt 375 - Prohibits the Use of Funds to Appoint Chaplains Without an Endorsing Agency):  
Vote to adopt an amendment to HR 2397 that prohibits the use of funds appropriated by this bill to appoint military chaplains who are not endorsed by a qualified religious organization.(2013)
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____

19.  Taxes (HR 622 - State and Local Sales Tax Deduction Fairness Act of 2015):
Vote to pass a bill that authorizes individuals to choose to deduct state and local sales taxes instead of state and local income taxes for the taxable year.
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____
20.  Taxes (HR 880 - American Research and Competitiveness Act of 2015):
Vote to pass a bill that increases and makes permanent a tax credit for private research and development, effective after December 31, 2014.
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know ____
21.  Veterans (HR 1994 - VA Accountability Act of 2015):
Vote to pass a bill that authorizes the Department of Veterans Affairs to remove or demote a department employee based on performance or misconduct.
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know ____

22.  War (H Amdt 1141 - Authorizes Aid to Syrian Opposition):
Vote to adopt an amendment to S 47 that reauthorizes the "Violence Against Women Act" for fiscal years 2014 through 2018.
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know ____

Part III: How well does your representative represent you?

Go to Project Vote Smart (Internet site http://.vote-smart.org) to find your representative's voting record. 

· Enter your representatives name (David Joyce) in the “Search” box at the top of the website.
· Click to go the person's “Bio” page. 

Representative: __________________________________ 

Party: _________________ 
Current District: ______________ 

What is this person's Professional/Political Experience?

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________  
What is this person’s Educational/Religious/Personal Background?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
What committees is he or she on? (List one or two) ___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

· Now select “Votes” and then scroll down to the corresponding issues/votes from Part #2. 
· You may also select “Ratings” and see how your representative has been rated by interests groups. 

· Another helpful website is   https://www.govtrack.us/ where you can track both members of Congress and bills.  
Part IV: The Representative's Votes.
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Part V: The Bottom Line
Would you say that your representative is a liberal, moderate, or conservative?  Explain.
Does your representative represent you? 
Explain.
