DOES YOUR REPRESENTATIVE REPRESENT YOU?

As we have discussed, a republican form of democracy rests heavily on representation. It will be interesting then to see if your representative in Congress shares your views on some important issues. To find out you first need to determine what, in fact, are your views on these controversies; then to locate the person in the House who represents your district and determine how he or she voted on these matters. The goal of this assignment is to encourage everyone to take an interest in politics by looking at what members of Congress are doing and to become familiar with a few controversial issues. 

You need to proceed as follows. 

Take the public opinion poll in part II. As indicated in Part III and IV, use the Internet to go to the sources of information that contain data on congressional voting. Summarize the requested information in the spaces provided.
Part I: Personal information.

Your name (printed): ___________________________________________ 

Your home town ____________________________________ 

Who is your representative to the U.S. Congress, the House of Representatives?________________________ 

Part II: Where do you stand on important national issues?
Here are some issues that have or will face Congress. To see how well your representative speaks for you answer these questions.  It might be wise to follow the steps for Part IV to look up more about the particular vote/issue at hand before offering your opinion.

1.  Abortion (Prohibiting Federally Funded Abortion Services):
Vote to pass a bill that prohibits federal funds from being spent on abortions.  Prohibits any federal funds, including funds within the budget of the District of Columbia, from being used for the purpose of providing abortions, except in the following cases:  rape, incest, or the life of the woman is at risk.  Prohibits any tax deductions for medical expenses that include an abortion, except in the cases listed above.   (2011)
Yes _____
No_____
Don’t Know _____
2.  Abortion (Pain Bill): 
Vote to suspend the rules and pass a bill that outlines several protocols that abortion providers must follow before performing an abortion on a fetus/unborn child that is 20 or more weeks into development. (2006)
Yes _____
No_____
Don’t Know _____

3.  Budget, Spending and Taxes (Budget Control Act):

Vote to pass a bill that raises the national debt limit and establishes discretionary spending limits (2011)

Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____
4.  Budget, Spending and Taxes (Repeals the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010):

Vote to pass a bill that repeals the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. (2012)
Yes _____
No_____
Don’t Know _____
5.  Budget, Spending Taxes (Extending Student Loan Interest Rates):  
Vote to pass a bill that extends current interest rates for undergraduate student loans until July 1, 2013. (2012)
Yes _____
No_____
Don’t Know _____
6.  Business and Consumers (Domestic Energy and Jobs Act):  
Vote to pass a bill that establishes a minimum percentage of federal lands that must be available for oil and gas leasing, increases oil and gas lease sales in Alaska and off the coast of Virginia, and delays implementation of certain environmental regulations (2012)
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____

7.  Business and Consumers (Repealing Energy Efficiency Standards for Incandescent Light Bulbs):
Vote on a motion to suspend the rules and pass a bill that repeals provisions of the "Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007" that increase energy efficiency standards of certain incandescent light bulbs. (2011)

Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____
8.  Campgain Finance and Election issues (Repeals Taxpayer Funding of Presidential Election Campaigns)

Vote to pass a bill that repeals taxpayer financing of presidential election campaigns and requires all remaining funds to be used for reducing the federal deficit. (2011)

Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____
9.  Civil Liberties and Civil Rights (Patriot Act Extension)
Vote to concur with Senate amendments and pass a bill that extends the expiration date of the USA PATRIOT Act from May 27, 2011, to June 1, 2015. (2011)

Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____
10.  Civil Liberties and Civil Rights (Cyber Intelligence Sharing and Protection Act):  
Vote to pass a bill that authorizes the federal government to share cyber threat information with private-sector entities and utilities. (2012)
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know ____
11.  Civil Liberties and Civil Rights (Flag Desecration Resolution):  

H J Res 10: Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States authorizing the Congress to prohibit the physical desecration of the flag of the United States.  NOTE: AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION REQUIRES 2/3 APPROVAL IN EACH CHAMBER OF CONGRESS, AND RATIFICATION BY 3/4 OF THE STATE LEGISLATURES WITHIN SEVEN YEARS OF THE DATE THE AMENDMENT WAS ADOPTED. (2005)
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____
12. Civil Liberties and Civil Rights (Same Sex Marriage Resolution)

NOTE: AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION REQUIRES 2/3 APPROVAL IN EACH CHAMBER OF CONGRESS, AND RATIFICATION BY 3/4 OF THE STATE LEGISLATURES WITHIN SEVEN YEARS OF THE DATE THE AMENDMENT WAS ADOPTED. (2006)
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____
13.  Drug Issues (Medical Marijuana Use Amendment)

Vote to adopt an amendment that bans the Department of Justice from arresting, prosecuting, or suing individuals involved with the distribution or use of medical marijuana in states that have laws authorizing such use. (2005)
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____

14.  Energy (Oil Exploration in the National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska):  
Vote to pass a bill that additionally facilitates drilling in Alaska and encourages oil companies to drill on already leased land in the United States. (2008)
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____

15.  Energy (Authorized Development of Oil Shale Resources)
Vote to pass a bill that authorizes the exploration and development of oil shale and tar sand resources in certain areas. (2012)
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____

16.  Family and Child (Head Start Act of 2007):  

Vote to pass a bill that reauthorizes the Head Start Program for five years and makes changes to teacher qualifications and participant eligibility. (2007)
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____

17.  Foreign Aid and Policy Issues (Prohibits Reductions to Strategic Nuclear Arms Required by New START):  
Vote to adopt an amendment to HR 4310 that prohibits the use of funds to reduce, convert, or decommission any nuclear weapons until the President certifies that the Russian Federation is making similar reductions and is not developing or deploying certain nuclear weapons. (2012).

Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know ____
18.   Housing and Property Issues (Section 8 Voucher Adjustments Act):  

Vote to pass a bill that makes changes to the requirements, availability, funding, and use of the housing voucher program. (2007)
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____

19.  Military Issues (Limits Funding for War in Afghanistan to the Withdrawal of U.S. Forces)

Vote to adopt an amendment to HR 4310 that limits the use of funds appropriated for the war in Afghanistan to the provision of a safe and orderly withdrawal of all U.S. forces from Afghanistan.(2012)

Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know _____
20.  Military Issues (Ground Forces in Libya)
Vote to pass a resolution declaring that the President shall not deploy, establish, or maintain the presence of units or members of the United States Armed Forces on the ground in Libya. (2011)
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know ____
21.  Reproductive Issues (Prenatal Nondiscrimination Act [PRENDA] of 2012):
Vote to pass a bill that prohibits abortions based on the race or gender of the fetus. (2012)

Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know ____

22.  Science and Medical Research (Human Cloning Prohibition Act of 2007):
Vote to pass a bill that bans human cloning, as defined by the implantation of a cloned egg into a uterus (2007) 
Yes _____
No _____
Don’t Know ____

Part III: How well does your representative represent you?

Go to Project Vote Smart (Internet site http://.vote-smart.org) to find your representative's voting record. 

· Enter your zip code in the “Search” box at the top of the website.
· You may prompted to enter your full address.  Please complete that step.

· Find and click on your representative to Congress.  This is listed under the “Congressional” section as you scroll down. 

· Click to go the person's “Complete Bio” page. 

Representative: __________________________________ 

Party: _________________ 
Current District: ______________ 

What is this person's Professional/Political Experience?

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________  
What is this person’s Educational/Religious/Personal Background?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
What committees is he or she on? (List one or two) ___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

· Now select “Issue Category” and then scroll down to the corresponding issues/votes from Part #2. 
Part IV: The Representative's Votes.
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Part V: The Bottom Line
Would you say that your representative is a liberal, moderate, or conservative?  Explain.
Does your representative represent you? 
Explain.
