Globalization (1991-Present) 
The global balance of power shifted with the end of the Cold War. Wars, territorial disputes, ethnic and cultural conflicts, acts of terrorism, advances in technology, expansion of human rights, and changes in the global economy present new challenges.

23. I can explain how the break-up of the Soviet Union ended the Cold War and created challenges for its former allies, the former Soviet republics, Europe, the United States and the non-aligned world.

A. Explain how the collapse of the Soviet Union affected U.S.-Russian relations.

B. Explain how the collapse of the Soviet Union created new challenges for Russia and its former allies.

C. Analyze new ethnic tensions and economic implications for former Soviet republics brought about as a result of the breakup of the Soviet Union.

D. Explain challenges Eastern European and former Soviet republics have faced as they transition to free-market economies and institute democratic reforms.


The Context to the assignment
The Soviet Union stopped existing on Christmas Day, 1991.  15 new countries were formed out of its wake. Today, you will work to research a Former Soviet Republic and answer a few key questions about them.  You’ll present your findings to the class later this week.  

The Task: 
1) Please produce a poster with relevant information on it that incorporates the answers to the questions below

Your country: _______________________________________________

Basic Facts (30):
Capital (5):

Population (5):

Government Type (5):

Number of elections since 1991 (5):

Number of elections considered free and fair (5):

Average annual income (5):

Please answer the following (25): 
1) Identify one key event or development that has occurred within your country since 1991 (5) 
2) Explain any new challenge this country has faced in the last 25 years (5)  
3) Identify at least one fun cultural fact about your country (5)
4) Explain this countries relationship/dependence on Russia. (5)
5) Explain the ethnic, religious, or cultural tension that may exist in this country.  Most Former Soviet states have a level of these types of tensions. (5)

Image relating to your topic (5): 

Total: 60 pts

Sources to use: 
1) The Guardian—Google “The Guardian Post Soviet World” 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jun/09/-sp-profiles-post-soviet-states
2) World Factbook (Background, People and Society, Government, Economy, Transnational Issues)
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
3) Infoplease

http://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/world/union-soviet-socialist-republics.html
Click on the name of the appropriate republic

4) Other sources you discover
Former Republics of the Soviet Union (USSR)   
Armenia 

Azerbaijan
Belarus 

Estonia
Georgia 

Kazakhstan 

Kyrgyzstan
Latvia
Lithuania 

Moldova 

Tadzhikistan 

Turkmenistan 

Ukraine 

Uzbekistan
