3rd Quarter Literature Circles
Unit Learning Targets and Essential Questions

Name: ______________________________________________

Below you will find the learning goals for our literature circle unit this quarter.  Each of the learning targets involves indicators from the Common Core Content Standards for English or the Ohio English Language Arts Academic Content Standards.  The essential questions align with the learning targets and involve “big ideas” that can be analyzed within any text.  As well as serving as focal points for discussions in your literature circles, these questions will guide your purpose for reading.  
In addition to the designated learning goals that align with each essential question, students will always be expected to meet the following learning goals:

· RL. 8.1: I can cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text stays explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
· W. 8.9: I can draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

· SL. 8.1: I can engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing my own ideas clearly.

· I can come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.

· I can follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

· I can pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.

· I can acknowledge new information expressed by others, and when warranted, qualify or justify my own views in light of the evidence presented.

	Essential Questions
	Learning Targets

	Tuesday, March 5th

1. How do people confront change, discomfort, and/or traumatic events?


	· L. 8.5: I can demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

· I can interpret symbols and 
figures of speech in context.

· I can use the relationship 
between particular words to 
better understand each of the 
words.

· I can distinguish among the 
connotations of words with 
similar denotations.

· RL. 8.4 I can identify how figurative language creates the mood and tone in a piece of literature. 

	Friday, March 8th

2. How does the writer’s use of figurative language and idioms create the tone and mood and deepen a reader’s understanding?


	· L. 8.5 I can identify and explain idioms.
· RL. 8.5 I can identify how figurative language creates the mood and tone in a piece of literature.



	Essential Questions
	Learning Targets

	Tuesday, March 12th

3. How do texts and characters create universal connections?

How can events, characters, and other items in a text represent abstract and concrete ideas?
	· RL. 8.2 I can determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot.
· RL. 8.3 I can analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.
· RI. 8.9 I can analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

· L. 8.5 I can interpret symbols and figures of speech in context.

	Tuesday, March 15th

4. How does the setting of a text influence other literary elements such as conflict, mood, point of view, etc.?

How do changes in points of view in a text influence other literary elements such as conflict, mood, etc?
	· RL. 8.3 I can analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.
· RL. 8.6: I can analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader create such effects as suspense or humor.


Reading Schedule: 

· Reading the entire text is required and returning to reread pages for analytical purposes is expected.
· Your literature circle group must develop a reading schedule so that you finish your books before the final literature circle date.  You will need to look at the total number of pages in your book and divide it by 15 (number of days in the unit) to find out how many pages you will need to read each day.
Preparation:

· Annotations: Evidence of active reading must be present in your book.  You are expected to make margin notes or comment on Post-It notes as you read your book.  
· Evidence Folder/Note Cards: Each student will receive a file folder where he or she will collect textual evidence that supports the essential question and the designated learning goals.  Evidence should be collected and prepared before each assigned literature circle.
Participation:

· Full participation is expected because the Speaking and Listening learning goals are integral to the learning process.  If you are not prepared, you will be removed from the literature circle and assigned a Level 0, which cannot be made up.
Absence Policy:

· If you are absent, you must address the essential question and learning goal by collecting evidence and developing a cohesive response.  Work must be submitted within two days of the absence.
