Supplemental Reading:  The First Democrats
1.  With no political parties as we know them today, how did citizens choose their candidates?
2.  In the election of 1796, after Washington stepped down from office, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson became President and Vice President.  As the “understudy” of Adams, Jefferson discovered what would become the cardinal rule of modern American politics.  

3.  However, neither Jefferson nor his supporters ever acknowledged that they were founding a political party, whatever the name.  What statement by Jefferson shows his distasted for party politics?

4.  In reality, Jefferson merely acted oblivious to the wheeling and dealing of James Madison, who was preparing Jefferson’s campaign for office in the upcoming election.  What are some of the examples in the article that show how party politics began as a dirty and sneaky business?

5.  What deal did Jefferson make with Aaron Burr?  

6.  What happened in the Election of 1800?

7.  How were Party politics influential in this election?  

8.  How do parties influence politics today?
