“Political Advertising”

This assignment gives you an opportunity to express your understanding and opinions toward political advertisements and the media.  You will be asked to be creative while also making sure to follow the basic qualifications of the assignment. Check out “The Living Room Candidate” website and click on “For Teachers”.  Check out the lesson plans :  What makes and effective ad, Understanding the Language of Political Ads, etc. and  the “Admaker” function.  http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/
Basics of Assignment
A. Select a Candidate

B. Create Two Political Advertisements (Choose two of the medium, below)

a. Traditional Print:  Magazine, Newspaper; Traditional Broadcast:  Radio, TV; Mixed:  Internet (Website), Powerpoint; Non-Traditional Print:  Billboard, Brochure, Yard Signs

Specifics of Assignment

A. You must have at least two advertisements. 

B. All of your advertisements will need to be turned in together.  Each should explain:

a. Why your candidate is qualified; What makes him/her more qualified than the other candidate

Candidate Choice

You can choose a candidate in the recent Presidential election (Ex:  Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton) or choose one of the candidates below:

DIANE NEYHOUSE

A. practicing attorney in large Washington law firm; first woman mayor of Cleveland, former presidential cabinet member-Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) under Bill Clinton

B. 49, divorced and re-married, three children (all by 2nd marriage), Caucasian, Presbyterian

C. favors increased government spending for social service and education issues, wants to decrease defense spending, favors moderate tax increases to improve government services, favors increased spending for the environment and job-training programs, opposed to the death penalty

D. Democrat
KATHRYN KNOX

A. pharmaceutical industry executive, strong fund-raiser for philanthropic causes, Unites States Senator from Texas

B. 52, married, no children, African-American, Baptist

C. favors decreased power of the federal government and more state’s rights, wants to abolish affirmative action, opposes U.S. involvement in UN “peacekeeping” missions, favors broad tax cut for all citizens, supports the death penalty, wants to increase spending on the military and defense

D. Republican
JOHN SPENCE

A. farmer, self-made multimillionaire, U. S. Representative, from Iowa’s 2nd District (Iowa City/Cedar Rapids) lifetime resident of Iowa

B. 60, married, five children, Caucasian, Lutheran

C. favors major downsizing of the federal government and a “flat tax” for all Americans, believes domestic-policy should take precedence over foreign policy, opposes affirmative action, favors increased federal government spending to combat crime and domestic terrorism

D. Republican
RICARDO LOPEZ

A. former Superintendent of New York City Schools, U.S. Representative from New York’s 6th District (Spanish Harlem)

B. 50, married, one child, Hispanic-American, Catholic

C. favors increased spending in education and social services to guarantee equity, supports the death penalty, feels equal emphasis should be placed on domestic and foreign policy, maintain current tax structure, supports affirmative action

D. Democrat
