	The American Hero 


	The Searchers & The Godfather – 50 Points  


The Gangster Genre:

Audiences recognize a gangster film by its familiar icons:  

· The concrete jungle setting

· The brutal gangster hero with loyal or over-ambitious henchmen

· Women as sexual ornaments 

· Respectable mothers and sisters upholding traditional values 

· Overcoats with turned-up collars, broad-brimmed hats, pistols, machine guns 

· Montage sequences of violent action 

Basic conflicts show gangster anarchy challenging the social order, leadership struggles, gang warfare against rival mobs, the internal struggle of the hero as he chooses his destiny.

Resolution comes through the hero getting his just desserts in the gutter or as a reformed character; the social order is restored and values of decency and respect for law and order reaffirmed. 

One of the reasons that genre movies are made is because their quick product recognition make them easier to sell.  Genres do not remain fixed because the cinema does not exist in isolation.  Changes in social and economic conditions lead to changes to the formula.  

1. Explain the similarities and differences between the Gangster Genre of film to the American Western. (5 points) 

Gangster movies have a powerful mythic resonance for audiences:  one of the appeals of the gangster hero is as a Robin Hood figure protecting the weak and poor against the rich and powerful.  Gangster movies have often caused moral outrage:  The Godfather if no exception.  Since movie making began, authorities have feared that gangster movies romanticize violence and lawlessness.  In the thirties, the film industry’s governing body issued a number of rules which directors had to keep in mind when they came to make gangster films to avoid turning criminals into heroes and justifying their actions.  

2. Identify one way that this interpretation is an accurate reflection of The Godfather. (5 points)
3. How is this description similar to the depiction of the Western hero?  Use examples from The Searchers to support your answer.  (5 points)
4. How does the immigrant experience depicted in The Godfather reflect the accuracy of the immigrant experience based on the description from Nelli’s “An Italian is a Dago”?  Use specific examples to support your answer. (8)
Read through the characteristics Machiavelli describes of The Prince.  Choose 4 of the characteristics and provide examples from the film that support each of the characteristics. (12 points) 

1. Characteristic 1:  

Film Example:

2. Characteristic 2:

Film Example:

3. Characteristic 3:

Film Example:

4. Characteristic 4:

Film Example:

Coppola sees the Mafia as a metaphor for America and makes the metaphor the focus of the film.  He sees many links between the Mafia and America: they both have roots in Europe; they both feel they are benevolent organizations; both have their hands stained with blood from what they believe is necessary to do to protect their power and interests; both are capitalist organizations motivated by profit. 
Assess the validity of this statement.  In other words, explain how true this statement is by using specific examples from the film.  (15 points) 
