Struggle for expanded rights and freedoms 

#22. Political and social struggles have resulted in expanded rights and freedoms for women and indigenous peoples. 

I can provide and explain examples of how political and social struggles have resulted in expanded rights and freedoms for women and indigenous peoples. 

The push for the expansion of rights and freedoms for women and indigenous groups during the second half of the 20th century was led by the efforts of human rights organizations and fueled by media coverage. 

The struggle for women’s rights pressured more countries to extend educational opportunities, grant suffrage, and allow women to hold positions in government. Governments also were pressured to end discriminatory practices and violence against women (e.g., India, Afghanistan). However, there was resistance to reform in many countries. 

The ending of apartheid in South Africa provided blacks the rights they had been denied. This was the result of political pressure within and outside the country. 

Assignment:
Research the plight or struggle of a group of indigenous people. You may choose your group from any region of the world (Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, North America and South America). Provide a half-page, single-spaced summary of the group you are investigating. Be sure to include a description of the group itself, the struggle the group endured (or continues to endure), and the current situation or status of the group. In addition, you must create a timeline showing significant events in the struggle for expanded rights and freedoms for the indigenous group you have selected. 

Below are a few websites that provide general information on the struggle for the rights of indigenous people around the world. 

Global Issues-Rights of Indigenous People:
http://www.globalissues.org/article/693/rights-of-indigenous-people#Indigenouspeoplehaveoftenhadmanyrightsdenied 

UN Forum on Indigenous People:
http://undesadspd.org/IndigenousPeoples/AboutUsMembers/History.aspx 

Cultural Survival:
http://www.culturalsurvival.org/node/10275 

International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs:
http://www.iwgia.org/culture-and-identity/identification-of-indigenous-peoples 

Feel free to use any credible website or database when conducting your research, but make sure to cite whatever you use in a bibliography/reference sheet. 
