Outline for Critical Essay



Name_________________________

English 4-Zickes

Introduction:  Lead in that grabs the reader’s attention.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thesis statement:  Identify the main idea and arguable points you will “prove” in your essay.  Use parallel structure when listing topics to discuss.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraphs:  

Topic Sentence 1: Choose first point of argument from thesis and create a topic sentence.  Topic sentences must indicate the main idea of the paragraph (point 1). Close with a clincher statement.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concrete Detail: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commentary:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commentary: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concrete Detail: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commentary:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commentary: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Critical Support? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Citation:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Textual Reference?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Citation: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentence 2: Choose second point of argument from thesis and create a topic sentence.  Topic sentences must indicate the main idea of the paragraph (point 2). Close with a clincher statement.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concrete Detail: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commentary:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commentary: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concrete Detail: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commentary:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commentary: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Critical Support? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Citation:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Textual Reference?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Citation: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentence 3: Choose third point of argument from thesis and create a topic sentence.  Topic sentences must indicate the main idea of the paragraph (point 3). Close with a clincher statement.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concrete Detail: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commentary:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commentary: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concrete Detail: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commentary:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commentary: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Critical Support? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Citation:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Textual Reference?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Citation: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Continue the body paragraph format for as many as you need to fully “prove” your thesis.  Some body paragraphs become “sub-paragraphs” to ones that argue one of the main points-they follow the same format.)
Concluding Paragraph:  Restate your thesis in a new way given that readers have digested your argument.  Summarize your main and strongest points, briefly.  Conclude paper with a statement that makes readers think about your argument, but does not introduce another idea.  Concluding statement should indicate closure to your main idea/argument.)
Restate Thesis: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Summarize main/best arguments:  1.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

* Use this outline merely as a structuring tool for your criticism.  You are the writer and must use your individual voice to convey ideas.

