	The Artist 

	Essay Reflection 




I. Choose three of the items listed on the video viewing guide and expand on your responses using evidence from the film as support. Use information from the two reviews to help you.

II. Based on what you have learned about the film industry during the 1920s, explain how The Artist reflects the themes such as fame, celebrity, and technology of that time.  Again, use the information from the reviews to help you.

III. The Artist imitates the style of early silent cinema in order to tell a story about silent cinema.  But it clearly used modern filmmaking techniques that would have been impossible, dated, or completely revolutionary in the 1920s.  Also, whilst reflecting on the transition of cinema from silent cinema, the film raises other issues that important today in both cinema and wider society.  So, is it possible to truly replicate the filming conditions and techniques of a particular era, or is part of the pleasure of knowing that a film is referencing another era?

IV. One of the most startling sequences of The Artist is when George dreams he is in a world full of sound yet he is still silent. 
a. What does sound symbolize in this sequence?
b. In the world of the film, George should be surrounded by sound anyway – it is only the way the film is presented to us that does not allow us to hear it.  So why would George dreaming of sound be so troubling for him?
c. Explain the significance of this scene in context of the historical period.  In other words, this wouldn’t have been possible in a real, 1920s movie, so why was it included in the story?


V. Turn in completed video viewing guide with completed essay responses. 
