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From Ode

Intimations of Immortality from Recollections of Early Childhood

William Wordsworth


The Child is Father of Man;                                   

And I could wish my days to be


Bound each to each by piety.




1

There was a time when meadow, grove, and stream,

The earth, and every common sight,



To me did seem

               Apparelled in celestial light,

The glory and the freshness of a dream.            5

It is not now as it hath been of yore; -

              Turn wheresoe’er I may,

                    By night or day,

The things which I have seen I now can see no more.




2

The Rainbow comes and goes,        10



And lovely is the Rose,



The moon doth with delight

Look round her when the heavens bare,



Waters on a starry night



Are beautiful and fair;                  15

              The sunshine is a glorious birth;

              But yet I know, where’er I go,

That there hath passed away a glory from the



Earth.


5

Our birth is but a sleep and a forgetting:

The Soul that rises with us, our life’s Star,        20



Hath had elsewhere its setting,



And cometh from afar:

              Not in entire forgetfulness,

              And not in utter nakedness,

But trailing clouds of glory do we come              25


    From God, who is our home:

Heaven lies about us in our infancy!

Shades of the prison-house begin to close

              Upon the growing Boy,
But He beholds the light, and whence it flows,  30

              He sees it in his joy;

The Youth, who daily farther from the east

              Must travel, still the Nature’s Priest,

              And by the vision splendid

              Is on his way attended;                      35

At length the Man perceives it die away,

And fade into the light of common day.
1.  An Ode usually is a long lyric poem with a serious subject and an elaborate stanza structure.  What appears “elaborate” about the structure of this poem?

2.  In the italicized quote that opens the poem, what is the paradox?  What might the paradox mean?  How do the next two lines relate to this concept?

3.  What is the main idea of stanza 1?

4.  What stays the same and what changes in stanza 2?

5.  In line 34 what might the “vision splendid” be?

6.  What is the rhythm of this poem?  Is it written in blank verse?  What is the effect of rhythm?

7.  In these stanzas, Wordsworth offers his explanation for the intense joys of childhood that later disappear.  How do you feel about his conclusions?  What arguments could you present to challenge the poet’s explanations for these emotional shifts from childhood to maturity?
